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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, ET 

SUBJ: WHEREABOUTS OF PMAC VICE CHAIRMAN ATNAFU 

1 . SPECULATION HAS PERSISTED AMONG ADDIS DIP CORPS PAST 

TWO WEEKS CONCERNING WELFARE AND WHEREABOUTS OF PROVISIONAL 
MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL (PMAC) VICE CHAIRMAN LT. 

COL. ATNAFU ABATE. MOST WIDELY BELIEVED STORY HAS ATNAFU 
UNDER LOOSE DETENTION BY 2ND DIVISION IN ASMARA, FOLLOWING 
HIS ARRIVAL THERE TO BOOST MORALE OF TROOPS AND TO RECEIVE 
ALLEGED GRIEVANCES. 

2. OCT 9 ETHIOPIAN MEDIA REPORTED ATNAFU AT NORTHERN FRONT 
GIVING REVOLUTIONARY DIRECTIVES TO REGULAR AND MILITIA 
FORCES IN ASMARA, BARENTU, AND ADI CAIEH, INCLUDING THE 7TH 
ARMY DIVISION SECTOR. HE ALSO SAID TO HAVE INSPECTED 
KAGNEW, POLICE, AND MENNEN HOSPITALS AS WELL AS 4TH MILITIA 
DIVISION LOCATED IN ADI CAIEH COMMANDED BY COL. TARIKU 
HAILE (NO BIO AVAILABLE). VICE CHAIRMAN ALSO REPORTED 

TO HAVE ATTENDED RALLY IN BARENTU IN WHICH "THOUSANDS" 

OF INHABITANTS PARTICIPATED. MEDIA CONCLUDED ATNAFU 
AND OTHER PMAC MEMBERS CONTINUING THEIR TOURS OF IN 
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SPECTION IN ERITREA REGION. 

3. COMMENT: ANY LENGTHY, NOT FULLY EXPLAINED ABSENCE 
FROM ADDIS ABABA OF EITHER PMAC CHAIRMAN OR VICE CHAIR- 
AMN INVARIABLY GENERATES SPECULATION, AND NEWS ARTI- 
CLES ON ATNAFU INSPECTION TRIP SEEM OBVIOUS ATTEMPT TO 
DAMPEN SUCH SPECULATION. AT SAME TIME, EXTENSIVE MEDIA 
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REPORTS ON ATNAFU'S ACTIVITIES IN ERITREA INCLUDE NO 
PICTURES, AND MANY OBSERVERS BELIEVE THEY ARE MERELY 
COVER FOR "REAL" PURPOSE OF TRIP, WHICH GIVEN VARIOUSLY 
AS NEGOTIATION EFFORT WITH SECESSIONISTS, ASSESSMENT 
OF TROOP MORALE, OR DEMAND BY 2ND DIVISION THAT GRIEV- 
ANCES BE LISTENED TO AND ACTED UPON. WE HAVE NO 
REASON TO BF.LTF.VE THAT HE IS OTHERWISE ENGAGED THAN 
NEWSPAPERS INDICATED. 

TIENKEN 
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